
UNDERSTANDING THE 
IB "BIG PICTURE”

Renfroe Middle School 



◻ What's the underlying IB philosophy? 

 

◻ How does the middle school program 
transition to IB in high school?  

◻ How do colleges view IB graduates?
■ (and what is an IB graduate anyway!?)

Are you a “1”, “2” or “3”?
(rate your current understanding)



History

◻ The International Baccalaureate® (IB) was 
founded in Geneva, Switzerland in 1968 as a 
non-profit educational foundation.

◻ The program was designed to provide a 
consistent education for internationally mobile 
students preparing for university enrollment.

◻ The IB currently works with 3,671 schools in 146 
countries to develop and offer four challenging 
programs to over 1,134,000 students aged 3 to 19 
years.



IB Programs in CSD

◻ FAVE- Primary Years Program (PYP)

◻ RMS- Middle Years Program (MYP)

◻ DHS- Middle Years Program (MYP), 
Diploma Program (DP), Career 
Program (CP)

  



Fundamental Concepts in PYP

- Interdisciplinary Units
- Using Big Concepts 
- Encouraging Critical Thinking
- Focus on the Learner Profile (Internationally Minded)

Central Idea 
Who we are, where we live, and what we have experienced influences our 

viewpoints.

Experiences that shape perspectives (perspective)- North/South--Civil War

Learned Behaviors/Environment- Conflicts that cause change (change)

Civil War- Structures that make us who we are (causation)- Cells/Genes



Fundamental Concepts in MYP

- Intercultural Understanding
- Communication
- Holistic learning

Statement of Inquiry

We have civic responsibility for resources due to the 
consequences of global interactions.



Statement of Inquiry: 

We have civic responsibility for resources 
due to the consequences of global 

interactions.

F- What are the geographic features of Latin 
America?

C- How does global interaction affect resources?

D- Why do people have civic responsibility for 
resources?



Then what about the Georgia Standards?

◻ Georgia Standards of Excellence 
(formerly known as the GPS and 
Common Core standards)= What we 
teach

◻ IB MYP = How we teach it



IB Units/Planning

◻ SS6G1: The student will locate selected 
features of Latin America and the Caribbean 

◻ SS6G2: The students will discuss 
environmental issues in Latin America. 

◻ SS6G3 The students will explain the impact 
of location, climate, distribution of natural 
resources, and population distribution on 
Latin America and the Caribbean. 



IB Units/Planning

IB Objectives are taught in every unit

For example, in Individuals and Societies, these 
are the objectives that we teach and the 
criteria that are used to assess your child’s 
work:

A: Knowing and Understanding 

B: Investigating 

C: Thinking Critically 

D: Communicating



0 The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below.

1–2 The student:

i. recognizes some vocabulary

ii. demonstrates basic knowledge and understanding of content and

concepts through limited descriptions and/or examples.

3–4 The student:

i. uses some vocabulary

ii. demonstrates satisfactory knowledge and understanding of content and

concepts through simple descriptions, explanations and/or examples.

5–6 The student:

i. uses considerable relevant vocabulary, often accurately

ii. demonstrates substantial knowledge and understanding of content and

concepts through descriptions, explanations and examples.

7–8 The student:

i. consistently uses relevant vocabulary accurately

ii. demonstrates excellent knowledge and understanding of content and

concepts through detailed descriptions, explanations and examples.



0 The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below.
1–2 The student:
i. identifies the main points of ideas, events, visual representation or
arguments to a limited extent
ii. uses information to give limited opinions
iii. identifies the origin and purpose of limited sources/data
iv. identifies some different views.

3–4 The student:
i. identifies some main points of ideas, events, visual representation or
arguments
ii. uses information to give adequate opinions
iii. identifies the origin and purpose of sources/data
iv. identifies some different views and suggests some of their implications.

5–6 The student:
i. identifies the main points of ideas, events, visual representation or
arguments
ii. uses information to give substantial opinions
iii. identifies the origin and purpose of a range of sources/data
iv. identifies different views and most of their implications.

7–8 The student:
i. identifies in detail the main points of ideas, events, visual representation
or arguments
ii. uses information to give detailed opinions
iii. consistently identifies and analyses a range of sources/data in terms of
origin and purpose
iv. consistently identifies different views and their implications







Best Practice: Planning, Instruction and 
Assessment

◻ Planning and Instruction: Units are designed 
with the end in mind, inquiry, 
problem-solving, collaboration, real-world 
applications, products

◻ Assessment: assessment for learning; 
emphasis on quality work; formative 
assessment is central



IB Units/Assessment

What’s different?
◻ No averaging of grades

◻ Not as much reporting of formative 
“scores”—formative assessments for learning

◻ Summative assessments of learning are the basis 
for grades

◻ Emphasis is on growth and moving to increasingly 
higher levels

◻ Emphasis on quality of work, not on “collecting 
points”



Assessment Criteria

◻ Aligned to IB objectives 

◻ Each of the eight subject areas has its own 
criteria 

◻ Each criteria has a rubric with corresponding 
levels

◻ There is NO correlation between the rubric 
scores and a traditional 1 to 100 grading scale.



Understanding Grade Reports

◻ Student receives a score in each criteria in a 
subject (every twelve weeks)

◻ Scores based on SUMMATIVE assessments

◻ To interpret the score, reader should look at 
the rubric description accompanying the score

◻ Rubrics give a description of the quality of 
work the student was able to achieve on a 
summative assessment

◻ 1 to 7 scores at each 12, 24 and 36  weeks 
based on boundary table conversion



Challenges

◻ Changing mindsets:  some students are used 
to getting grades based on compliance and 
completion more than on quality

◻ Information overload for parents (too MUCH 
detail)

◻ How do I know whether my child is doing his 
best?  



Instruction, Assessment… WHat 
Else?

AquaVita

Culture Of Caring (service learning)

- Symposium, Days of Service
- Support for local and global current events

Mindfulness and Affective Needs



What can I do to support?

◻ HW- talk to kids about what they are 
doing in class… this is homework too.

◻ Talk: What did you learn?  What 
makes you say that? Use the Unit 
Inquiry Questions

◻ Sleep: plenty of it
◻ Look at grades/work together—have 

your child explain



MYP into High School

◻ MYP doesn’t finish at 8th grade

◻ Continues for all students in 9th and 10th grade

◻ Ends with the Personal Project in 10th grade

  



Diploma Coursework

◻ Participate in the Diploma Program (DP)
◻ Participate in the Career Program (CP)

◻ Take some IB High Diploma courses 

◻ AP courses still offered sophomore/senior year: AP 
US History, AP Stats, AP Psych, AP Lang, AP 
Computer Science

◻ Students can sit for AP exams in some subjects 
even if they took an IB course (not the reverse)

◻ Standard Level and Higher Level



What’s the value of the IB Diploma?

◻ Depth of thought
⬜ Focus on how and why

◻ College preparation
⬜ Balance of content and thinking skills

◻ Balanced assessment
⬜ Assessment based on benefit, not efficiency

◻ College admission
⬜ Completing the Diploma is our “Most Rigorous” course 

of study

◻ College credit opportunities
⬜ Similar to AP



Overview of the DP Program

◻ Number of students participating (Class of 2018, 
2019)
⬜ 170 students pursuing the full IB Diploma
⬜ 75 students pursuing CP
⬜ All juniors and seniors took the two-year IB Biology 

course

◻ Higher level and standard level courses offered in:
⬜ Language/Literature, Spanish, History, Psychology, 

Biology, Physics

◻ Standard level courses offered in:
⬜ French, Art, Theater, Music, Math (w/AP Statistics or 

Calculus), German, Business Management



Students Pursuing the Full Diploma

◻ Six IB Courses:
⬜ 3 Higher level

⬜ 3 Standard level

◻ Theory of Knowledge Course

◻ Creativity, Action, and Service (CAS)

◻ 4,000 word essay; piece of original research

◻ Earn 24 total points across six classes

◻ Earn a minimum of 12 points in 3 HLs

◻ Pass TOK and EE 



Students Pursuing the CP

◻ Two IB courses (minimum)
⬜ HL or SL

◻ Personal and Professional Skills (PPS) Course
◻ Reflective Project
◻ Language Requirement
◻ Complete a Career Pathway



Why do a program ?



College Choices Class of 2017 (57)

UGA (18)

Georgia Tech (5)

   Emory University (3)

Rhodes (2)

Smith (2) 

Tufts (2)

University of Michigan (2)

University of South Carolina

Brown University 

Princeton University

Oglethorpe University

American University

   George Washington

Furman

Mount Holyoke

Pitzer

Pamona

UCLA

Vanderbilt University

Howard University

Tuskegee University 



"UGA is pleased to have applicants who have participated in 
the IB program.  We have found that students who take the 
most rigorous classes available at their high school are the 
most competitive for admissions and best prepared for 
success at the University of Georgia.  Our experience with 
students who have completed the IB program, specifically 
those completing the IB Diploma, has proven that this is very 
rigorous preparation for college."
 
Dr. Nancy McDuff
Associate VP for Admissions & Enrollment Mgmt
University of Georgia



"At Tech, we expect to see that students are taking the most 
challenging curriculum available to them in high school. 
Participating and succeeding in the IB program not only 
demonstrates that a student has significant academic ability, but 
also a desire to push themselves to learn. Georgia Tech is a 
challenging place and those who perform at the highest level here 
are not just bright- they are hard workers and lifelong learners as 
well. In reviewing a student's transcript, IB courses on the high 
school level are great indicators to admissions that the applicant is 
potentially a good fit. "

 Mr. Rick Clark
Director of Undergraduate Admissions
Georgia Tech 



Questions? 
Kkarably@csdecatur.net
cnahmias@csdecatur.net

mailto:Kkarably@csdecatur.net

